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Central Regional schools plan
$9M, 1.5-megawatt solar array

HARTRIONO B.
STROWARDOYO
STAFF WRITER

. BERKELEY — The Central

Regional School District
plans to be “off the grid”
by April 1 at the latest -
and that's no April Fools'
joke.

Through a power-pur-
chase agresment, the dis-
trict, which educates about
2,000 students inm grades

'seven through 12, will con-

struct a solar farm consis-
ting of three solar panel ar-
rays producing 1.5
megawatts, enodugh to
power hoth the middle and
high school buildings.

In the power-purchase
panels
would be installed at no

- cost by Wayne, Pa.-based

Dobeo, from which the
gchool district would pur-
chase electricity.

The total cost of the proj-
ect is about $9 million.

“We'll see savings of be-
tween 15 and 25 percent on
our slectric bill,” said Tri-
antafillos “Tommy™ Parla-
panides, superintendent of
schools. :

Currently, the district’s
electric bill runs about
£900,000 a year. Central Re-
gional already is saving
about $217,000 through an
energy-reduction program,
with the solar-energy proj-
ect coming as additional
savings on top of that.

During the summer,
when =chool is not in ses-
sion, the Central Regional
School District would be
ahle to sell electricity back
to the utility company.

Dobeo,  which  also de-
gigns and builds other al-
ternative-energy  projects
using wind, waste energy
and hydro power, also
wonld maintain the dys-
termn.

After a peried of time,

usually 15 years, owner-
ship would revert to the
district. _

Wall-based Innovative
Enginesring, which coumts
Ocean County and Toms
River Township among its
clients, will be the design
engineer. -

The Berkelev Schoel Dis-
trict also is interested in a
similar power- A58 ar-
rangement for its owm
solar-energy initiative.

Central Regional's setup
will be nnusual; the three
500-Kilowatt photovoltaic
arravs will be mounted on
the ground, owing primar-
ily to the need to redo the
school's roofs.

Ome of the arrays will be
situated in back of the mid-
dle school The remaining
two will be on a hillside
east of the high school. Al
will be smrrounded by an
eight-foot fence.

The cost to fix the roofs
is estimated fo be about $2

million. Parlapanides said

the district will sesk to
fund those and other re-
pairs throngh a referen-
‘dum in January.

The superintendent
added that the district is in
a hurricane zone, and if
the =olar panels were
mounted on the roofs, the
school's insurance rates
would rise.

Construetion is * sched-
uled to begin on Central
Regional's solar-energy
project at the end of Octo-
ber and is' targeted for
completion by mid-March,
Parlapanides said. If work
is completed by the end of
the calendar year, Dobco
will receive 30 percent of
the - cost, or %2 million,
from the federal govern
ment.
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